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Policy
The general policies of Western 

New England University provide 

that the University campus and 

University activities are not a  

sanctuary from federal, state, and 

local laws. The policies of the  

University prohibit the unlawful 

use, possession, sale, distribution, 

or manufacture of controlled  

substances or alcohol on  

University property or as part  

of University activities.

Western New England University  

recognizes that alcoholism, drug 

addiction, and substance abuse  

may represent illnesses or conditions  

that require professional counseling,  

assistance, or treatment. Faculty, 

students, and staff with problems 

related to or stemming from alcohol  

or substance abuse or dependency  

are encouraged to utilize the services  

provided through the University  

or other sources of assistance. 

However, neither addiction nor 

abuse excuses any member of  

the campus community for  

violating the rights of others  

for neglecting or inadequately  

performing academic or  

job-related responsibilities.

Faculty and Staff
The Employee Assistance Program 
(EAP) is available to provide  
confidential counseling, assistance, 
and referral:

Employee Assistance Program 
Longview Associates  
504 Cottage Street 
Springfield, MA 01104 
413-785-4228 or 800-225-2527

Students
All Western New England University  
students may take advantage of the 
following resources:

Center for Health and Well-Being 
Center for Sciences and Pharmacy 
Room 235 
413-782-1211  
Offers counseling, alcohol & drug 
education and other wellness  
information.

All Members of the  
University Community
Alcoholics Anonymous  
24-Hour Hotline 
413-532-2111

Al-Anon & Alateen of  
Greater Springfield 
413-782-3406  
Support group for anyone affected 
by a problem drinker.

Drughelp 
1-800-662-HELP (4357) 
A national toll-free “hotline”  
provides referral information  
for all areas of the country.

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) 
413-747-0439, www.na.org  
(24 hour referral)

Nar-Anon 
310-534-8188 or 800-477-6291 
www.nar-anon.org  
Support for people affected by  
a drug user.

Resources available to members of the  
Western New England University community
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Student Disciplinary 
Sanctions
Student Handbook:  
Chapter Three: Student  
Code of Conduct and  
Conduct Process

The following list of sanctions is 
not inclusive of all possible sanctions  
and is intended to serve as a  
reference for most Student Code  
of Conduct violations:

1.
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State and Federal Laws 
and Sanctions Concerning 
Drugs and Alcohol
In addition to disciplinary sanctions  
imposed by the University, all  
students, faculty, and staff should 
be aware that federal and state  
laws mandate that distribution or 
manufacture of drugs or alcohol  
are serious crimes.

Conviction can lead to imprisonment,  
fines, and assigned community 
service. Courts do not lift prison 
sentences in order to allow convicted 
persons to attend college or continue 
their jobs. Felony and certain other 
convictions can prevent individuals 
from entering many fields of  
employment or professions and 
may have to be listed on applications 
for employment or admission to 
graduate or professional schools.

Many cities and towns in Massachusetts  
have local ordinances and regulations 
which prohibit public consumption  
of alcoholic beverages or consumption  
of alcoholic beverages on private 
property without the owner’s consent.  
The Springfield Parks Commission 
prohibits public consumption of 
alcohol in its parks. Similar laws 
and regulations apply in most  
other states and in many localities.

Massachusetts law punishes sale or 
delivery of alcoholic beverages to 
persons under twenty-one with a 
fine of up to $2,000 and one year 
imprisonment. Misrepresenting 
one’s age or falsifying an identification  
to obtain alcoholic beverages is 
punishable by a fine of $300 and 
loss of driver’s license for 180 days. 
First conviction of driving under 
the influence of alcohol, marijuana, 
narcotics, stimulants, depressants, 
and glue vapors has a maximum 
penalty of a $5,000 fine, one-year 
revocation of driver’s license, up to 
two and a half years in prison, and 
mandatory alcohol rehabilitation. 
The severity of the penalty imposed 
increases based on prior offenses.

Individuals stopped for operating 
under the influence who refuse 
to take a breathalyzer test; or if a 
breathalyzer test is taken and the 
blood alcohol percentage is .02 or 
above for persons under age 21, or 
is .08 for persons age 21 or older, will  
have their driver’s license immediately  
confiscated by the police officer and 
a temporary permit issued followed 
by the suspension of license within 
15 days of notice. Massachusetts 
has criminal penalties for use of 
controlled substances and drugs, 
with penalties varying with the type 
of drug. In general, use of narcotic 
and addictive drugs, and drugs  
with high potential for misuse  
have heavier penalties.

Possession of drugs is illegal  
without valid authorization. 
While penalties for possession  
are generally not as great as for  
manufacture and distribution of 
drugs, possession of a relatively 
large quantity may be considered 
distribution. Under both state  
and federal laws, penalties for  
possession, manufacture, and  
distribution are much greater for 
second and subsequent convictions.  
Many laws dictate mandatory 
prison terms and the full minimum 
term must be served.

Massachusetts makes it illegal to  
be in a place where heroin is kept 
and to be “in the company” of a 
person known to possess heroin. 
Anyone in the presence of heroin 
at a private party or in a dormitory 
suite risks a serious drug conviction.  
Sale and possession of “drug  
paraphernalia” is illegal in  
Massachusetts. Under federal laws 
and some state laws, participation 
in drug-related criminal activity can 
result in seizure or forfeiture of  
personal property and other assets 
utilized in conjunction with or 
stemming from the proceeds of the 
illegal activity. In addition, conviction 
of a drug-related offense may entail 
civil fines and denial or revocation 
of certain licenses and benefits.

Persons convicted of drug  
possession under state or federal 
law are ineligible for federal  
student grants and loans or for 
participation in federally sponsored 
research grants or contracts for  
up to one year after the first  



5 l  Page

Health Risks from the  
Use of Illicit Drugs and 
Abuse of Alcohol
The use of illicit drugs and the 
misuse of legally obtained drugs 
and alcohol can cause serious 
and permanent risk to life, 
health, and functioning.

In addition to the risks to oneself, 
the impairment of judgment, 
mental functions, or coordination 
caused by use or consumption 
of alcohol or narcotics and other 
drugs may contribute to acci-
dents and serious injuries  
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Using Fake Identification/Attempting to Purchase Alcohol/Transporting Alcohol

A person convicted in court of any of the previously 
mentioned offenses will automatically lose their driver’s 
license for 180 days. This is true even if the altered or  
fake identification is not their driver’s license. The license  
suspension is in addition to the court imposed penalty.

Other Penalties: Massachusetts law calls for the  
following penalties upon conviction of a first  
offense for the following:

•	 Providing alcohol to a minor: fine of not more  
than $2,000;

•	 Purchasing or attempting to purchase: fine of $300;

•	 Any person who transfers, alters, or defaces an  
identification card or license; makes, uses, carries, 
sells, or distributes false identification: fine of not 
more than $200 or imprisonment of not more  
than three months;

•	 Any minor found transporting alcohol: fine of $50.
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FEDERAL TRAFFICKING PENALTIES - MARIJUANA

DRUGS QUANTITY FIRST OFFENSE SECOND OFFENSE

Marijuana
1,000 kg or  
more mixture;  
or 1,000 or  
more plants

Not less than 10 years, not more than life

If death or serious injury, not less than  
20 years, not more than life 
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STATE DRUG PENALTIES

UNLAWFUL MANUFACTURE, DISTRIBUTION, POSSESSION OF DRUG WITH INTENT TO DISTRIBUTE OR MANUFACTURE

FIRST OFFENSE SUBSEQUENT OFFENSES

CLASS A State imprisonment for up to 10 years and a fine of not  
less than $1,000 nor more that $10,000

Mandatory minimum sentence of 3.5 years and a fine not 
less than $2,500 nor more than $25,000

CLASS B State imprisonment for up to 10 years and a fine of not  
less than $1,000 nor more that $10,000

Mandatory minimum sentence of 2 years and a fine not 
less than $2,500 nor more than $25,000

CLASS C State imprisonment for up to 5 years and a fine of not  
less than $500 nor more that $5,000

Mandatory minimum sentence of 2.5 years and a fine not 
less than $1,000 nor more than $10,000

CLASS D State imprisonment for up to 2 years and a fine of not  
less than $500 nor more that $5,000

Mandatory minimum sentence of 1 year and a fine not  
less than $1,000 nor more than $10,000

CLASS E Jail term for up to 9 months and a fine of not less than
$250 nor more that $2,500

Jail term for up to 1.5 years and a fine not less than $500 
nor more than $5,000

DISTRIBUTION OF DRUGS TO MINORS

CLASS A Mandatory minimum sentence of 5 years and a fine not less than $1,000 nor more than $25,000

CLASS B Mandatory minimum sentence of 3 years and a fine not less than $1,000 nor more than $25,000

CLASS C Mandatory minimum sentence of 2.5 years and a fine not less than $1,000 nor more than $25,000

SALE, POSSESSION, OR MANUFACTURE OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA WITH INTENT TO SELL

To Persons Over 18 Mandatory minimum sentence of 1 year and a fine not less than $500 nor more than $5,000

To Persons Under 18 Mandatory minimum sentence of 3 years and a fine not less than $1,000 nor more than $5,000

POSSESSION

Heroin First offense–up to 2 years imprisonment and a fine up to $2,000
Subsequent offenses–mandatory minimum sentence of 2.5 years and a fine of up to $5,000

Marijuana or Class E
First offense–up to 6 months imprisonment and a fine of up to $500  
Civil offense (one ounce or less) no incarceration. Fine of $100
Subsequent offenses–up to 2 years imprisonment and a fine of up to $2,000

Cocaine Base

First offense and quantity is 5 gm or more mixture
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